
OPENING: 
 

Civil War Stations 
 

 
 

CLOSING: 
•Chalk and Talk: 

•CIVIL WAR 

STANDARD:  USHC 3.2 Summarize the course of the Civil War and its impact on 

democracy, including the major turning points; the impact of the Emancipation 

Proclamation; the unequal treatment afforded to African American military units; the 

geographic, economic, and political factors in the defeat of the Confederacy; and the 

ultimate defeat of the idea of secession.  

WORK PERIOD: 
•Civil War Notes 

 



THE CIVIL WAR BEGINS 

• The first battle of the Civil War 
(1861-1865) was fought at Fort 
Sumter, South Carolina on 
April 12, 1861 

• Soon after, Virginia, Arkansas, 
North Carolina and Tennessee 
seceded  (Confederate states 
= 11) 

• Virginia split on whether to 
leave Union (West Virginia 
formed)  

 

 



NORTHERN ADVANTAGES 

The North and South 
were not evenly 
matched. 

The North had many 
advantages including; 

1. More people 

2. More factories 

3. More food production 

4. More railroads 

5. Better communication 

6. A functioning navy 

 

 



SOUTHERN ADVANTAGES 

The South had some 
advantages over the 
Northern forces including: 

1. First rate military 
leadership 

2. Highly motivated soldiers  

3. Fought on their own land 

4. Fought a defensive war 

 

Disadvantages: 

1. Relied on King Cotton and 
trade with Britain to provide 
ships and manufactured 
goods 

 



WAR STRATEGIES 
Northern Strategy 

Anaconda plan: Union strategy to conquer South 

  - blockade Southern ports 

  - divide Confederacy in two in west at the    
   Mississippi River 

  - capture Richmond, Confederate capital 

 

Southern Strategy 

Seek support from the British  

Defense until support comes from Britain or the 
North gets tired of war  

Invade North if opportunity arises 

 



ANACONDA PLAN 
Named by northern papers—like when a snake suffocates 

its victims in its coils 



POLITICS OF WAR 

Union (North) 

• Advantage of political 

leadership  

• Lincoln: 

Articulate purpose of the 

war (preservation of the 

Union, democracy) to  

keep support for fighting 

even though there were 

initial defeats 

Confederacy (South) 

• Jefferson Davis: 

Not able to get the states to 

effectively work together to 

pursue the war effort 

 



POLITICS OF WAR 

Gettysburg Address 

• November 1863 

• Commemorated the 

Battle of Gettysburg 

• Remade the U.S. 
• Before the War- “The United 

States are” 

• After the War- “The United 

States is” 



EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION 

• Issued by Lincoln in 
1863: 

 - frees slaves behind 
Confederate lines  

 - does not apply to areas 
occupied by Union or 
slave states in Union 

 

*Clip of Emancipation 
Proclamation 

 



 Freed slaves only in areas of rebellion against the 
North 

  1. Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, and 

  West Virginia were slave states that  

  remained in the union- Lincoln wanted  

  them to remain loyal. 

 

Why did Lincoln do it? 

 1. It would hurt the Confederacy because slaves in 
the South would rebel, flee to the North, or join the 
Union army. 

 2. It gave the North a new reason to fight- a more 
noble reason 

 3. Would not antagonize the border states, those 
states that had slavery, but didn’t secede.  

 



REACTIONS TO THE 

PROCLAMATION 
 

1. Proclamation has symbolic value, gives war 

high moral purpose 

2. Made the British, whose population was 

against slavery, unable to support the South 

3. Gave the South a few more months before 

the emancipation of slaves for the South to 

make peace and keep their slaves 

4. Freed slaves as their lands were reached by 

the Union 



AFRICAN AMERICANS FIGHT FOR 

FREEDOM 

• By the end of the war 
180,000 African 
Americans fought for the 
Union  

   (10% of Union Army) 

• Though they were 
segregated and earned 
lower wages 

• Most famous example:  
The 54th Massachusetts 
at Fort Wagner 



MAJOR BATTLES IN THE CIVIL WAR 

Who What When Where Why/How 

Confederates 

attack  

Union 

Seize of Fort 

Sumter 

Apr. 12, 1861 Charleston 

Harbor, SC 

Wanted to 

drive out the 

Union soldiers 

from the South 

Union’s plan 

for weakening 

the 

Confederates 

Anaconda 

Plan 

1861-1864 Confederate 

territory 

1. Blockade 

southern 

ports  

2. Split 

Confed. in 

two by 

taking over 

the Miss. 

Rv. 

3. Capture 

Richmond, 

Va (capital) 



Who What When Where Why/How 

Union attacks  

Confederates

- 

“Stonewall” 

Jackson 

Battle of 

Bull Run 

(aka 1st 

Battle of 

Manassas) 

July 21, 1861 Virginia Confederates 

defeated the Union  

Union- 

George 

McClellan 

attacked  

Confederates

- 

Robert E. Lee 

Antietam Aug. 29-30, 

1862 

Maryland 1. Union victory 

2. 26,000 dead- 

more than the War 

of 1812 and Mex.-

Amer. War 

combined 

Confederates

- A. P. Hill 

and Robert E. 

Lee attacked 

Union- John 

Buford 

Gettysburg- 

Turning 

point of the 

war 

July 1-3, 1863 Pennsylvani

a 

1. 3 days of fighting 

2. 100,000 died 

3. 1/3 of remaining 

Confederate army 

4. Gen. Lee tried to 

invade the North 



Who What When Where Why/How 

Union- 

Ulysses S. 

Grant 

attacked 

Confederates 

Vicksburg July 4, 1863 Mississip

pi 

1. Union victory 

2. Union controlled 

the Miss. River 

Union- 

William 

Sherman 

attacked 

Confederates 

Battle of 

Atlanta and 

Sherman’s 

“March to the 

Sea” 

1864 Atlanta, 

Savannah

, 

Charlesto

n 

1. Gen. Sherman 

started by 

burning/destroyin

g Atlanta 

2. Left a path of 

destruction 

behind him 

3. Destroyed cities, 

farms, and 

railroads 

4. Burnt crops 

5. Killed livestock 



GRANT APPOINTS SHERMAN 
• March 1864, Lincoln appoints Grant commander of all Union 

armies 

• Grant appoints William Tecumseh Sherman commander of 

MS division 

• Grant, Sherman believe in total war to destroy South’s will to 

fight 

 



TOTAL WAR 

Ulysses S. Grant wages “total war” to win.  

 He sends General Sherman and General Sheridan to start 

waging total war. Grant tells the men: “Leave nothing to invite 

the enemy to return. Destroy whatever cannot be consumed. 

Let the valley be left to that crows flying over it will have to 

carry their rations along with them.” 

 



SHERMAN’S MARCH 

• Sept. 1864, Sherman takes 

Atlanta; South tries to cut 

supply lines 

• Sherman cuts wide path of 

destruction in Georgia; lives 

off land 

• December, takes Savannah, 

turns north to help Grant 

fight Lee 

 -inflicts even more 

destruction in SC 

 



Southern Shortages 
• Food shortages from lost manpower, Union occupation, 

loss of slaves 

• Blockade creates other shortages; some Confederates 
trade with enemy 

Northern Economic Growth 
• Industries that supply army boom; some contractors 

cheat and profit 

• Wages do not keep up with prices; workers’ standard of 
living drops 

• Women replace men on farms, city jobs, government 
jobs 

• Congress establishes first income tax on earnings to 
pay for war 

 



THE SOUTH SURRENDERS 

• Appomattox Court House-  
April 9, 1865 
• Gen. Lee (Confederate) and 

Gen. Grant (Union) 

• Met for a Confederate 
surrender 

• Lincoln didn’t want to impose 
harsh terms 

• Lee’s soldiers were paroled 

• Kept their possessions, horses, 
and three day’s of rations 

• Officers kept their sidearms 

• Civil War was over after 4 
years. 



DEADLY WAR BRINGS CHANGES 
• The Civil War was the 

deadliest war in American 
history 

• Over 620,000 died -nearly as 
many as all other U.S. wars 
combined 

• The role of the federal 
government increased 

• Economically the gap 
between North and South 
widened  

 

• Debate about states’ rights 
will continue for years to 
come! 

U.S. CIVIL WAR 1861-1865 



CLOSING 

• Chalk and Talk 

 

 

 

•CIVIL WAR 


