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YES

To the Editor:
Recently a big change took place in our soccer

league. The coaches and parents decided that the
teams should not keep score. Each game would end
in a “tie,” no matter how many goals each team had
really scored. I was very upset about this change. I
think sports teams of all ages should keep score.

Most kids have watched sports events on TV.
Others have watched their friends, brothers and
sisters, and parents play team sports. All kids know
that sports are based on scores. They know that one
team wins the game at the end. The point of
basketball is to score baskets. The point of baseball
is to score runs. If teams don’t score as much as
possible and keep score, they miss the point of the
sport. 

Both winning and losing are important parts of
life. Nobody wins all the time or loses all the time.
Kids need to know the feelings of winning and
losing. Then they can deal with those feelings.
Keeping score makes kids want to learn sports skills
and teamwork so they can be on a winning team.
Finally, keeping score of a game is fun! It feels good
to win!

Kim Chang

NO

To the Editor:
I think the recent trend in sports leagues

for kids is great. Many leagues have stopped
keeping score in games for kids under 12.
This puts the focus of kids’ sports back where
it belongs: on fun! 

Kids play on sports teams to have fun.
They also play to learn game skills and
teamwork. When teams focus on winning,
these parts of sports get forgotten. 

A team that really wants to win may let
some kids play all the time. They may make
others sit on the bench. Then only a few
“talented” kids enjoy the sport. The kids who
do play worry about winning instead of doing
their best and being good sports. Also, losing
can be upsetting for kids. Why should kids
feel like “losers” when they are doing
something positive?

The coaches and parents who have
stopped keeping score on kids’ teams are
right. All leagues for kids under 12 should
stop keeping score.

Jorge Garcia

ROBERT KOPECKY

The Question: Should leagues for kids under 12 keep score?


