
Reading Mini-Lesson Plans 

Week: November 26-30 

Standards: 

RL. 2.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and 

challenges 

RL.2.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories 

and poetry, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding 

as needed at the high end of the range. 

RF 2.3a Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

RF.2.4b Read grade-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression 

Monday: 

           Journeys:      Story: How the Chipmunk Got His Stripes 

           Skill: Character 

 

Vocabulary: tunnel, curled, height, direction, toward, healed, brag, tease 

1. Introduce Vocabulary Cards using the SMARTboard and/or Vocabulary 

Cards 

2. Read “On Thin Ice” found on T298-T299. (Part of it is on Projectable 9.1)  

Look on page 57 in the CLL for directions for the minilesson. 

3. Complete vocabulary sentences 

 

Tuesday: 

      Journeys:      Story: How the Chipmunk Got His Stripes 

      Skill: Character  

Vocabulary: tunnel, curled, height, direction, toward, healed, brag, tease 

1. Read How the Chipmunk Got His Stripes.  Complete Projectable 9.5 together 

after reading the story. (Look on page 56 in the CLL for minilesson 

directions.) 

2. Do one of the vocabulary activities from pages 118-119 in the Word Study 

book. (You choose….There are 5 to choose from.) 

3. Introduce the skill by completing projectable 9.4. 

4. Have students complete page 124 in the practice book. 



Wednesday: 

       Journeys:        Story: How the Chipmunk Got His Stripes 

       Skill: Character 

Vocabulary: tunnel, curled, height, direction, toward, healed, brag, tease 

1. Students will partner read How the Chipmunk Got His Stripes  to practice 

fluency. 

2. Complete Projectable 9.8 together as a class.  Students will need to 

reference the book to complete it. 

3. Homework: Understanding Characters page 129 (in practice book) 

 

 

Thursday: 

      Journeys:      Story: How the Chipmunk Got His Stripes 

       Skill: Character 

Vocabulary: tunnel, curled, height, direction, toward, healed, brag, tease 

 

*Read Why Rabbits Have Short Tails on pages 280-281 in the Student Book. 

*Follow the directions on page 57 in the CLL to the minilesson for this. 

 

Friday: 

*Students will take the assessment on character. 

 

Grammar Lesson Plans 

Week: November 26-30 

Verbs in the Present 

Standards:  

L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

usage when writing or speaking. 

Monday:          Add –s to present-time verbs 

1. Display Projectable 9.2. Review that a verb names an action. The subject, or 

naming part, of a sentence tells who or what did the action. 



2. Explain that verbs can name actions that are happening now. These verbs tell 

about present time. 

3. Use the example sentence to model identifying when to add –s to a verb.  

The bear growls. 

 4. Complete other examples on Projectable 9.2 with children. 

5. Students will complete page 122 in the practice book. 

 

Tuesday:        Add –es to present-time verbs. 

1. Display Projectable 9.6. Review that a verb in present time can name an action 

done by one person or thing. Review that when only one person or thing does the 

action, you often add –s to the verb. 

2. Model identifying when to add –es to a verb. Use these example sentences: The 

monkey reaches for the bananas. The monkeys reach for the bananas. 

3. Complete Projectable 9.6 

4. Students will complete page 127 in the practice book. 

 

Wednesday:         Correct subject-verb agreement 

1. Review with children when to add –s or –es to a verb that names an action that is 

happening now. 

2. Write: The bear (look, looks) happy. 

3. Work with the children to choose the correct verb. 

4. Repeat the routine with another sentence:The bear (reach, reaches) up. 

5. Have students complete page 131 in the practice book. 

 

Thursday-        Use verbs in present time 

1. Read together the text at the top of student book page 284. 

2. Direct children to Try This! At the bottom of the page. Support children as 

they write sentences correctly. 

 3. Read together student book page 285. Remind children that fluent sentences 

make writing easier and more pleasant to read. 

4. Discuss the example sentences. Point out how the writer combined the 

predicates, or action parts. 

5. Students will complete page 135 in the student book. 

 

 



Friday- 

*Administer assessment on present tense verbs. 

 

Spelling Lesson Plans 

Week: November 26-30 

Base Words with Endings –ed, ing 

Standards:  

RF 2.3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words 

RF. 2.3a Distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable 

words. 

Spelling list:  liked, using, riding, chased, spilled, making, closed, hoping, baked, hiding, 

standing, asked 

 

Monday: 

1. Introduce the spelling patterns adding endings –ed and –ing. 

2. Use word cards to sort and discuss base words and endings. 

   3. Model the Sort page 56 in the TE Book- Use Smart Board I sent you 

*Homework: Tic Tac Toe Spelling (Choose One) 

 

Tuesday: 

1. Review all spelling words.   

2. Pattern Sort on page 56 in the TE Book. Students will do this in their 

Word Study Journals. 

*Homework: Tic Tac Toe Spelling (Choose One) 

Wednesday: 

1. Review the weekly words.  Look at base words and endings. 

2. Guess My Category on page 56 in TE Book.  

*Homework: Tic Tac Toe Spelling (Choose One) 

Thursday: 

1.Review the words. 

2.Blind Sort on page 56 in TE Book.  Students will do this in their Word Study Journals. 



3.Give the weekly spelling test.  

*Homework: Tic Tac Toe Spelling (Choose One) 

 

Writing Plans 

Nov. 26th – Nov. 30th, 2012 

Charlesworth, Cochran, Lambright, Wimmer 

 

Standards: 

W.2.1 – Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are 

writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use 

linking words (e.g. because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and 

provide a concluding statement or section.   

W.2.5 – With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and 

strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing. 

 

REVISING from Traits Writing   

Monday -  

Focus Lesson: What Writers Do When They Revise (TE p. 54,55) 

The students will learn about revising. 

The students will listen to and discuss Nick Bruel’s Poor Puppy.  

The students will compare activities Puppy finds fun with those children like to do.   

 

Materials Needed:  

- introduction to Revising (Traitspace: Student Handbook pg.18-19) 

- a copy of Poor Puppy  

-  Fun Things to Do (Student Handbook, p. 20)  

Read-Aloud – Poor Puppy 

Writing Activity – Fun Things to Do 

Have children turn to the Fun Things to Do page in the Student Handbook. Read 

the headings of each column together. Then, have children write in the left 

column five to seven things Puppy likes to do. In the right column, have them list 

things they like to do. Ask children to use a line to connect same or similar 

activities. Discuss what they notice. Do they like to do things Puppy likes to do? 



 

Tuesday -  

Focus Lesson: Video Screening (Nick Bruel) (TE pg. 56) 

The students will watch a short interview with Nick Bruel. 

They will begin a “revision” of the picture book Poor Puppy.   

 

Materials Needed: 

- copy of Poor Puppy 

- video clip of Nick Bruel (Traitspace)  

- We Like to Have Fun! (Student Handbook, p. 21) 

 

Writing Project, Phase 1 – Starting the Picture Book Revision (Student Handbook, 

p. 21) 

 

Wednesday -   

Focus Lesson: Writing Project, Phase 2 (TE pg. 58, 59) – Developing the Picture 

Book Revision  

- The students will suggest revisions for Poor Puppy  

- They will write and draw a new activity that Puppy might find fun.  

 

Materials Needed:  

- We Like to Have Fun! (Student Handbook, p. 21) 

- Copy of Poor Puppy 

- Character cutouts (Traitspace) 

Hands-On Activity – Classroom Revision 

Remind children that revision means “re-seeing” or seeing something in a new 

way. Say that today they are going to re-see, or revise, their classroom – by 

adding something, taking something away, or changing something. Divide the 

class into groups and invite each group to move around the room to identify 

improvements that could be made, such as moving several chairs into a circle 

to invite a group discussion, changing the height of a poster so it isn’t partially 

hidden by books on top the of the bookcase, or cleaning up a messy corner so 

it’s not the first thing visitors see when they come into the room. 

 

 



Thursday -  

Focus Lesson: Writing Project, Phase 3 (TE pg. 60, 61) – Finishing the Picture Book 

Revision 

- The students will complete their revisions of Poor Puppy.  

- They will discuss that revising can mean adding, changing, or cutting 

information.  

Materials Needed: 

The puppy and kitty cutouts that children completed on Day 3 

- Large paper clips 

- A cutout of the puppy on which you have written, “Puppy grew up to be 

a great watchdog!” 

 

Whole-Class Share    -   Point out that adding information is just one way writers 

revise their work. Another way they revise is by cutting information that isn’t 

needed. 

Show children the page where Puppy is so tired he takes a nap. Clip to the 

page your cutout of puppy that says, “Puppy grew up to be a great 

watchdog!” Ask children if this would be a good sentence to add. Prompt them 

to see that it doesn’t fit with the story. Remove the cutout to show you agree. 

Remind children that the purpose of revising is to make ideas easy for readers to 

understand and enjoy. Adding and cutting information are two ways to do that. 

 

Friday -  

Focus Lesson: Independent Writing (TE pg. 62, 63) 

- The students will work with a partner to suggest revisions to other books.  

- The students will reflect on what they’ve learned about revising. 

Materials Needed: 

- A variety of fiction books for children (at least one book per child) 

- Four 3x5 cards and four paper clips for each pair 

Whole-Class Reflection 

Invite children to join you at the writers’ circle to share the books they read and 

the ideas they attached. Discuss children’s suggestions for revising, and 

encourage them to explain why their suggestions improve the book. 

 



 

Second Grade Science 

Charlesworth, Cochran, Lambright, Wimmer 

Properties and Changes in Matter 

(These standards and support standards will be covered  

throughout the unit on matter) 

 

Standard: 2-4: The students will demonstrate an understanding of the properties of 

matter and the changes the matter undergoes. 

(Review)  2.1.2 -Use tools safely, accurately, and appropriately. 

 

Use matter vocabulary picture cards throughout the unit. 

 

Indicators: 

2.4.1: Recall the properties of solids and liquids. 

It is essential for students to know the properties of solids and liquids.   

Liquid   

 A liquid is a form of matter that does not have its own shape.   

 A liquid takes the shape of the container it is in.   

 A liquid can flow, be poured, or spilled.   

 A liquid can change to a solid by freezing, for example, water to ice cubes. 

Solids  

 A solid is the only form of matter that has its own shape.   

 Some examples of solids are a chair, a rock, or a table.   

 Some properties of solids are color, shape, size, weight, texture, sinks, floats, 

hardness, and magnetism. 

 

2.4.2: Exemplify matter that changes from a solid to a liquid and from a liquid to a solid. 

It is essential for students to know that matter can change from a solid to a liquid and a 

liquid to a solid. 

Solid to a liquid   

 By heating—for example solid butter, chocolate, popsicles, or ice cream will melt 

into a liquid when heat is added.   

Liquid to a solid  

 By cooling—for example melted wax will harden into the shape of its container 

when heat is removed. 

 



2.4.3: Explain how matter can be changed in ways such as heating or cooling, cutting 

or tearing, bending or stretching. 

It is essential for students to know that matter can be changed in many different ways. 

Heating For example, when you heat butter, it melts  

Cooling For example, when you cool water, it freezes to ice 

Cutting For example, when you cut meat, it changes from one piece to many   

    pieces 

Tearing For example, when you tear paper, it changes from one piece to many  

  pieces 

Bending For example, when you bend metal, it changes shape like bending a 

paperclip could make it straight instead of curvy 

Stretching For example, when you stretch modeling clay, it becomes thin 

 

 

2.4.4: Recognize that different materials can be mixed together and then separated 

again. 

It is essential for students to know that materials can be mixed together and then 

separated again.   

 For example, a salad may contain lettuce, tomatoes, and cucumbers.  The 

ingredients can be mixed all together and then separated out again.  

 Another example may be taking a handful of different coins or buttons and 

separating them out into the individual types of coins or buttons.  

 

Monday : 

1. Review from Inquiry skills unit that a balance is a tool to find mass in grams. Show 

the balance and grams weights.  

2. Read Zack’s Alligator to the class.  Show the “dry” alligator and weigh it using the 

balance and gram. 

3. Follow directions in the Zack’s Alligator Science Bag.  Weigh and measure the 

alligator today and each day this week.  Make chart on board or poster to 

record data. 

Materials:  balance, ruler, the book  Zack’s Alligator, ruler, tub with water 

 

Tuesday: 

1. Use text pp 170-175 to introduce “matter.”  

2. Do the “Investigate” activity on text 173 using a jar of water, a ziplock bag of air 

and a wooden block. Discuss the observations of each type of matter. 

3. Watch United streaming video “Properties of Matter, Part 1.” Have students 

discuss with each other what they learned from the video. (20 minutes) 



4. Reading and Support pp 35 – 36 can be completed together. 

 

Wednesday: 

1. In text book read and discuss pages 176-177 and talk about “properties of 

matter.” 

2. Watch Streamline video, “Properties of Matter, Part 2: Liquids, Solids, and Gases” 

(17 minutes). 

3. Explain mass is the amount of matter in an object. 

4. Use “Success with S.C. Support Documents pp37-38 as a classwork grade. 

Assessment:  grade p. 38 for a daily grade 

Thursday: 

1. Begin today’s lesson by having students create a list of things that are solids and 

liquids (may use teacher made sheet for this activity). Have students share their 

lists with the class.  

2. WATCH Streamline video “A First Look: Solids, Liquids, and Gases.” After the 

video, discuss what students learned about solids and liquids. 

3. Make the foldable booklet – BIG and Little Matter! 

 

Assessment: Have students draw a picture of a solid and a liquid and write a sentence 

explaining what makes each one a solid and a liquid. 

Friday 

1. Begin today’s lesson by reviewing the properties of matter that have been 

discussed this week.  

2. Assist students in completing the activity using the “Classifying Matter” cards. 

Assessment: grade the completed activity as a minor assessment 

 

Math Lesson Plans 

November 26th-30th 

Charlesworth, Cochran, Lambright, Wimmer 

Common Core Standards: 

2. MD. 1 Measure the length of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools such 

as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and measuring tapes. 

2.MD.2 Measure the length of an object twice, using length unit of different lengths for 

the two measurements; describe how the two measurements relate to the size of the 

unit chosen.  

2.MD.3 Estimate lengths using units of inches, feet, centimeters, and meters. 

2.MD.4 Measure to determine how much  longer one object is than another, expressing 

the length difference in terms of standards length unit.  

2.MD.5 Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve words problems involving 

lengths that are given in the same units, e.g., by using drawings ( such as drawings of 

rulers) and equations with symbols for the unknown number to represent the problem.  



2.MD.9 Generate measurement data by measuring lengths of several objects to the 

nearest whole unit, or by making repeated measurements of the same object. Show 

the measurements by making a line plot, where the horizontal scale is marked off in 

whole number units.  

 

Monday and Tuesday: 

1. Ask students what they think that it means to measure 

a. Discuss with the students ways measurement is used in all aspects of daily 

life. Examples can include pictures in SMARTBOARD lesson but are not 

limited to those examples.  

b. Discuss with the students some things that require exact measurements 

while others only require approximates. 

2. Have an example of a rock to show to the class. Ask the students to think about 

how we can describe this rock. 

a. Write student responses on the board 

3. Ask students how to measure  those traits 

4. Ask students something that they could measure on the beach 

5. Read Super Sand Castle Saturday to the Class. Stop regularly to ask 

comprehension questions to the class. 

6. Ask the students to list objects that were used for measuring in the story. Ask the 

students Why was this problem? What was Larry’s advice about measuring with 

such objects? 

Wednesday 

1. Have students trace their foot on a sheet of construction paper.  

2. Students should cut out their foot. 

3. Ask students to measure objects around the room. And record on their sheet 

how many of their feet the object is measured in.  

4. Whole Class: discuss the differences in length measurements based on each 

students foot.  

a. Focus on why the measurements where so different.  

Thursday: 

1. Show a ruler on the SMARTBoard and discuss the importance of starting at zero 

on the ruler. 

2. Model how to use the ruler in inches by measuring the snake and the smile face 

line.  

3. Discuss with the students how to approximate an inch.  

4. Distribute the How do You Measure Up? Activity sheet to the students. Ask the 

students to record three things that they want to measure in the classroom.  

5. Ask the students to record their best estimate of the length of the objects 

chosen. 

6. Then allow students time to measure the objects in the classroom 

7. Students will get in partners and compare their measurements 

Homework: measuring in inches 

Friday: 



1) Put the How do You Measure Up? Activity sheet back on the ELMO or 

Smartboard 

2) Discuss differences between the estimate and actual length 

3) Model the subtraction on the board 

4) Have students complete their own subtraction 

5) Discuss with students the differences they found.  

6) Begin the discussion that inches are not always the best unit of measurement.  

7) Ask students what could be measured in feet 

8) Complete the Category Sort Activity with the class.  

 



 


