
 

Palmetto Middle – Standards Based Grading Pilot 

Our grade book entries reflect the progress students are making toward mastery of standards within a subject.  In an 
effort to teach students responsibility, we encourage all of our students to monitor their achievements in each class by 
keeping a record of their own performance/progress. 
 

Students are expected to complete all instructional assignments in each subject whether it is given as class work or as 
homework, and can expect to receive feedback from the teacher about their progress toward mastering the goals for 
each unit.  It is important to remember that feedback may occur after several assignments are completed and not 
necessarily after each individual assignment. 
 

Assignments are divided into two categories: formative and summative.  Formative should be considered "practice" 
and summative should be considered the "end performance".   Both formative and summative assessments focus on 
standards-based learning goals. 

� Formative Assessments occur during the process of learning and may include teacher observation, warm-up, 
exit tickets, quizzes, initial drafts, homework, responses to teacher questions, class work, and practice 
assignments.  Students can use the information gained from these assessments to enhance learning.  All 
formative assessments are related to standards for the subject and are used to help students practice the skills 
they need to master before the summative assessment is given. 

� Summative Assessments are used to determine the degree of success at the end of a unit.  Summative 
assessments are used to evaluate student competency as it relates to the set of standards for each unit.  Our 
goal is to evaluate student competency based on the standards addressed during the unit.   Summative 
assessments may include tests, final drafts, projects, labs, research papers, major performances and 
presentations.  The information gained from these assessments will be recorded and used to determine quarter 
grades and end of the year grades. 

Grading: 
Formative grading scale:  It is important that students complete their formative assessments on time so both teacher 
and student have an accurate indication of progress.  The teacher will provide constructive feedback to student during 
this time.  Students do not receive a grade for formative work because they are allowed to practice during the 
learning process before the summative assessment.   
Feedback on formative assessments appears in the grade book as one of the following codes: 
 

Code Explanation 
1 Work not submitted/Work not taken seriously 
2 Insufficient Progress 
3 Progressing 
4 Meets Standards 

 

1 = Work Not Submitted: Student has not attempted to demonstrate progress toward meeting the standard. 
2 = Insufficient Progress: Based on what has been taught, progress toward meeting the standard is not evident. 
3 = Progressing: Based on what has been taught, progress toward meeting the standard is evident. 
4 = Meets Standards: Student has met the standard. 
 

Summative Grades: Two to six summative grades may be recorded during a nine weeks period.  If a student wishes 
to have an opportunity to improve a test grade he/she must complete and submit the necessary formative assignments 
related to the test.  The second opportunity to take an assessment should occur within ten school days after receiving 
the test grades.  In order to qualify for taking an additional test, the child's formative work must be at a 3 or higher 
(see above).  The grade on the second assessment is the one recorded in the grade book.  The second attempt may be 
an alternate form of the same assessment, an alternate assessment limited to standards not mastered, or a comparable 
assessment that is in a different format. 
 

The actual grade earned by student is recorded in the grade book.  The lowest grade recorded on the report card is "60".  The 
actual grade earned by the students should be noted in the comment section.  


