
Spring is here and so is the 
end of the school year. This 
time of the year is always 
exciting because we all look 
forward to the long lazy 
days of summer. However, 
it is very important that we 
all maintain our focus on 
the moment at hand and 
not speed ahead to the fu-
ture. Students need to 
strive for a strong finish and 
work until the very end. Pa-
rental support is always 
appreciated especially 
when PACT testing comes 
around.  PACT testing be-
gins the week of May 12 
and concludes on May 23.   
The results of the PACT 
tests will be used to deter-
mine how well students 
have learned the academic 
standards for their grade in 

ELA, mathematics, science 
and social studies.  Aca-
demic standards are written 
statements indicating ex-
pectations for what stu-
dents should know and be 
able to do at each grade 
level. Standards describe 
what schools are expected 
to teach and what students 
are expected to learn. Us-
ing the state’s standards, 
everyone at Palmetto Mid-
dle is working to meet the 
same goals. 

Students will be graded on 
each PACT test and one of 
the four performance levels 
listed below will be your 
child’s performance level: 
Advanced: The student 
has exceeded expectations 
for student performance.  

Proficient: The student has 
met expectations for stu-
dent performance.  
Basic: The student has met 
minimum expectations for 
student performance.  
Below Basic: The student 
has not met minimum ex-
pectations for student per-
formance. 
 
I encourage you to visits 
the website of the SC Dept. 
of Education to gain more 
knowledge about the up-
coming PACT tests.   
http://www.ed.sc.gov/
agency/standards-and-
learning/academic-
standards/. 
Then click on the link of the 
appropriate subject (ELA, 
mathematics, science, or 
social studies). 

May 13 (Tuesday) — ELA (Day 
1) 

May 14 (Wednesday) — ELA 
(Day 2) 

May 15 (Thursday) — Math 

May 16 (Friday) — Make-Up 
Tests for ELA and Math 

May 20 (Tuesday) — Science 

and Social Studies (All students 
in grade 7 will take the science 
test. Students in grades 6 and 8 
will take either a science or a 
social studies test) 

May 21 (Wednesday) — Social 
Studies (All students in grade 7 
will take the social studies test. 
Make-up tests for grades 6 and 

8 may be administered) 

May 22 (Thursday) — Field 
Tests (All students will partici-
pate in ELA, math, science, or 
social studies field tests) 

May 23, 26, 27, 28 — Make-
Up Tests (Any subject may be given. 
Two make-up tests may be adminis-
tered in one day if necessary.) 

PACT Schedule 2008 

“Those lazy, hazy days of...PACT!” 
By Barry Knight, Principal 
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Special Dates in May 
• May 20-26: Public School Volunteer 

Week, Administrative Professionals 
Week 

• May 4-10: Teacher Appreciation Week 

• May 6: National Teacher Day 

• May 7: National School Nurse Day 

• May 18-24: National Educational 
Bosses’ Week 

• Yearbooks will be delivered end of 
May...no date yet. Extra books will be 
available for $25 each. 

 

☺  

MUSTANG MESSENGER 
The Parent Newsletter of Palmetto Middle School, a South Carolina’s Palmetto’s Finest Middle School,   

and a National Schools to Watch Middle School (www.schoolstowatch.org)  



The Palmetto Achievement 
Challenge Tests (PACT) is a 
standards-based accountabil-
ity measurement of student 
achievement in four core aca-
demic areas - English language 
arts (ELA), mathematics, sci-
ence, and social studies. The 
PACT items are aligned to the 
South Carolina curriculum 
standards developed for each 
discipline. An accountability 
system and a statewide test, 

such as the PACT, are man-
dated by the South Carolina 
Education Accountability Act 
of 1998 and the federal No 
Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
(NCLB). 

 
The PACT is one part of a 
comprehensive approach to 
improve the curriculum and 
instruction in South Caro-
lina's schools. Academic pro-
gress will be measured by a 
comparison of the PACT 
scores for schools, districts, 
and the State from year to 
year. 

programs and activi-
ties. 
Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m. with a shot-
gun start at 10:00  
a.m. The entry cost is 

$300 per team or 
$75 per person. All 
paid golfers will re-

The 2nd Annual Pal-
metto Middle School 
Celebrity Golf Tourna-
ment is scheduled on 
April 25 at the Saluda 
Valley Country Club in 
Williamston. Proceeds 
from the tournament 
go to benefit Pal-
metto Middle School 

ceive lunch and an awesome goodie 
bag. The cut off is 120 players, 
so don’t delay.  

There are AMAZING prizes! 

For more information, contact 
Amanda Sentell at Palmetto Mid-
dle (864) 847-4333 or contact 
Mike Philyaw at (864) 230-2810. 

(See the insert in this newsletter) 
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2nd Annual Palmetto Middle School Celebrity Golf Tournament 

 

What is the PACT and what is its purpose? 

Win a new Buick for 
a hole-in-one! 

items for the 20007-08 test 
administration. 
The South Carolina Department 
of Education (SCDE) contracts 
with an experienced company 
to print, distribute, scan, 
score, and report PACT test 
results. Computer programming 
is used to score the multiple-

choice questions, and trained 
professionals score students’ 
constructed-response and ex-
tended writing.  

The PACT English language 
arts test and the mathematics 
test includes both multiple-
choice and constructed-
response items. Each ELA test 
also includes one extended 
writing item. The PACT Sci-
ence and Social Studies tests 
will include only multiple-choice 

What type of questions are on the PACT and who grades it? 



The PACT test results are 
reported as total scale 
scores and performance 
levels for each of the four 
subjects. For ELA, stu-
dents also receive a per-
formance level for the 
reading and writing com-
ponents.  
Four performance levels 
were established to reflect 
the knowledge and skills 
exhibited by students on 
the PACT:  
 
Advanced: The student 
exceeded expectations  

tute a single source of informa-
tion that should be used in con-
junction with other relevant in-
formation to evaluate student 
achievement and progress. Since 

the PACT tests were developed as 
standards-based accountability 
measures, there are limitations to 
the depth of information that can 
be provided for individual student 
or classroom purposes. District 
and school data can be used to 
identify overall subject area defi-
ciencies or program improvement.  

The PACT results are useful in 
describing student performance in 
large curricular areas, but addi-
tional assessment at the class-
room level is necessary for a 
more complete understanding of 
student performance on more 
specific curricular components. 
Users of the PACT results should 
remember that test data consti-

mary objectives of this field 
trip are visits to The Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, 
and The National Gallery. 
While at these museums 
(two of the largest in the 
world), students will be ana-
lyzing...in per-

On Thursday, April 24, Mr. 
Thomas Addison, twenty-
five Advanced Art students, 
and their parents will be 
departing Palmetto Middle 
School for a five-day trip 
to New York City and 
Washington, D.C. The pri-

son...masterpieces that 
have 
 illustrated art textbooks 
for many years. Students 
will also be seeing a Broad-

way musical and 
doing some 
sightseeing. 
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Advanced Art heads to the Big Apple and Washington! 

How are the PACT scores reported to students and parents? 

What does a student’s PACT report tell teachers and parents? 
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For student performance based 
on the curriculum standards. 
 
Proficient: The student has met 
expectations for student per-
formance based on the curricu-
lum standards. 
 
Basic: The student has met mini-
mum expectations for student 
performance based on the cur-
riculum standards. 
 
Below Basic: The student has 
not met minimum expectations 
for student performance based 
on the curriculum standards. 
 

Whap happens if a student 
scores “Below Basic” on a 
PACT test? 
 
South Carolina state law re-
quires that schools develop 
individual Academic Plans 
for Students (APSs) for those 
students in grades 3-8 who 
score Below Basic on the 
PACT. Check out this Web 
site for more information 
about academic plans. 
www.ed.sc.gov/
agency/offices/sq/
AcademicPlans.  



“The mission of Palmetto Middle School, in 
partnership with our community, is to develop 
productive, involved citizens by providing 
diverse learning experiences in a nurturing 
environment.” 

Palmet t o Middle S ch ool 

Palmetto Middle School 
803 North Hamilton Street 
Williamston, SC 29697 

“We envision a school that provides for the 
total development of all students, including: 
academic skills, social skills, physical well-being, 
and character development.” 

 

 

 

Mustang Calendar — April, May June 
April 1: Period Rotation (4,1,2,3) 

April 11: Report Cards Issued 

April 25: Staff Development (no students), 2nd Annual Pal-
metto Middle School Celebrity Golf Tournament at Saluda 
Valley Country Club (see more on p. 2) 

May 1: Period Rotation (1, 2, 3, 4) 

May 2: Interim Progress Reports 

May 8: Fine Arts Concert - 7:00 PM...strings, band, and chorus! 

May 4-10: Teacher Appreciation Week 

May 13-28: PACT testing (see articles pp. 1-2-3) 

May 26: Snow Make-Up — SCHOOL IS IN SESSION! 

June 2-4: Early Dismissal 

June 4: End of 4th Quarter...Last Student Day! 

June 5: Palmetto HS Graduation, 1:30 

Palmetto Middle School 
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