
Marching Toward a Better Future 
Patriot Points 
Todd Binnicker, Principal                   Mark McCall, Assistant Principal 

Powdersville Middle School -  
Where Character, Confidence, and Commitment Abound 

February 2015 / March 2015 
Volume 23,  Issue 3 

Principal’s Corner 
 The school year continues rolling along with numerous activities scheduled for February 
and March.  Character education knighting ceremonies, recognition of Black History Month, 
end-of-season basketball tournament, and EarlyAct Council Valentine dance and our PTSO 
Fundraiser are just a few of these planned activities.  Please see “Dates to Remember” on 
page 5 of this newsletter and/or visit our website at http://asd1.schoolwires.com/pvms to con-
firm the activities in which you may be interested. 

 We will also be in the early stages of planning for next year as we begin preparation for CAPS (Career 
Action Plan for Students) conferences, which will be on March 20. Please see the CAPS section for more 
information.  
 As always, thank you for your continued support of Powdersville Middle School; where character, con-
fidence, and commitment abound. 

CAPS Conferences Scheduled for March 20 
 

 Please mark your calendar for Friday, March 20.  We will be holding our annual 
CAPS conferences from 7:30 – 3:30.  CAPS (Career Action Plan for Students) con-
ferences are designed to formally begin or continue the process of developing a ca-
reer action plan for our students. Each student’s CAPS advisor will invite that stu-
dent, along with his or her parent(s), to come in for a conference at some point dur-
ing the day.  At this conference, information will be shared from the student’s career 
folder, which will include personal, school, and work interests, along with other in-
formation from an interest inventory administered earlier in the school year.  The 
students will also have the opportunity to confirm the career cluster he or she plans 

to pursue in future years at the high school level. Parents will also be informed on testing updates/changes that will be 
taking place in April and May.  Additionally, the recommendation and selection of classes for each rising ninth grade 
student and how those classes relate to the student’s placement at the Freshman Academy in Powdersville High School 
will be discussed.  Current 8th grade students and parents will be asked to meet at Powdersville High School for their 
conference.  Parents and students may tour the high school afterwards if they wish.  
 In the coming month, you will be receiving information from your child’s advisor in regards to conference time for 
March 20.  If you have children in different grade levels, you will be able to coordinate back-to-back conferences for 
your convenience.  I sincerely hope all of our parents and students are able to attend.  We believe it is never too early 
to plan for the future of our students. 

New in the Yearbook: 8th Grade Student Recognition Ads 
 

 Parents of 8th grade students have an opportunity to buy an ad in the 2015 
yearbook  honoring their child.  There are only 24 ad spaces available. Ads may 
be purchased online through the Jostens website or pictures (along with cash or a 
check made payable to Powdersville Middle School) may be brought to the school in an envelope 
with the student’s name on it by Tuesday, February 10.   

•   1/4 page ads - $50 
• 1/8 page ads - $25 
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 EarlyAct FirstKnight 
(EAFK) is a revolutionary 
character and ethics program 

for K-8 school children developed by 
Knights of the Guild and individual Clubs of Rotary In-
ternational. Teaching the Rotary tradition of "service 
above self" through the visually captivating theme of 
knightly heroes, EarlyAct FirstKnight supplements Ro-
tarian-led service clubs with a comprehensive character 
education program featuring spectacular live-action com-
ponents like real jousting tournaments and periodic 
knighting ceremonies in which students are recognized 
for noble deeds. 
 Through EAFK, your child examines case studies, 
studies profiles of medieval personalities, analyzes 
thought provoking quotations, reads character building 
literature and completes exciting projects and activities 
regarding these virtues. 
 Knighting Ceremonies on February 10 will recognize 
students in sixth and seventh grades for excellence in the 
areas of loyalty and defense.  Eighth grade students will 
be recognized for excellence in the area of responsibility. 

K 
 

nights’ 
notes 

 

A New Year, A New Jazz Band 
 

 We are extremely excited to announce the formation of Powdersville Middle 
School’s very first Jazz Band! Interest has been building for the previous semes-
ter and now the Jazz Band is a reality. This ensemble will play some fun charts 
for many events this semester, including some spring concerts and the Reedy 
River Duck Derby on May 2nd at Falls Park here in Greenville. This ensemble 
will meet on Wednesdays and Fridays after school until 5pm. The following are the “founding members” of 
our very first Jazz Band! 
 

 
 

 We are very excited for you to hear our very first Jazz Band later this semester. Keep your ears open for 
more details about our various events and performances. For more information about the Reedy River Duck 
Derby at Falls Park visit www.greenvilleeveningrotary.org. As always, thank you for your continued sup-
port of the arts at Powdersville Middle School. 

Alto Saxophone Tenor Saxophone Trumpet  
Mikayla Cluxton  

Jaquez Owens 
Michael Kesler 

Dylan King Garrett Bloomer  

Haley Brooks 
Kollin Campbell  

Anna Carpenter 
Trombone Piano Percussion 

Michael Davis 
Kalieb Turner  

McKenna Bales 
Emilee Cluxton 

Polina Vertegal Logan Parnell 
Josh Weisbach 

From our Athletic Director… 
Kevin Williams 

 

Football conditioning will begin 
March 3 from 3:15-4:30 in the 
PVMS gym.  Football condition-
ing will be for current 7 th grad-

ers who are interested in playing football 
next year.  All 6th and 7th grade students  in-
terested in playing football next year will be 
given information on February 17 to take 
home to their parents.  Please send any ques-
tions to Coach Williams at   
williamsk@anderson1.k12.sc.us 
 

Congratulations thus far on 
great seasons by our girls and 
boys basketball teams.  Both 
teams have made the region 
tournament. The 1st round games 

have not yet been determined.  If both teams 
win their first round games they will move to 
the semifinals and possibly the finals being 
held at Crescent High on February 13-14. 
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Mariah Pace Advances in Art Contest 
Debra Limbaugh, Art Teacher 

 

 In our last newsletter, we announced that, eighth 
grade student, Mariah Pace, was chosen as the school win-
ner of the Lions Club International Peace poster contest.  
Since then, her poster has continued to take top honors at 
each new level of competition.  Mariah's poster won first 
place at the local Lions Club's competition qualifying her 
for the Upstate District competition.  We are proud to an-
nounce that Mariah's poster won first place at the Upstate 
level, as well.  Next stop....State Competition in March.  
Mariah's poster will compete with three other regional win-
ning posters from across the state.  Mariah has attended two 

Lions Club events where she received recognition for her winning efforts.  Best of luck to Mariah as her poster enters 
the state competition.  We are already so proud of her accomplishments and how well she has represented our school. 

PVMS Band Honors 
 Trey Ferrell, Band Director 

 

 We have a lot to be excited about this year in the world of band! Each year, there are several stages of auditions 
that take place which give our students the opportunity to perform with very high caliber musicians across the state, 
and be directed by some of the best band directors and composers from across 
the country. This year, Powdersville Middle School has been well represented in 
those prestigious ensembles. 
 The Anderson All-County Band is comprised of the top musicians in our 
county and met at Anderson University on January 16th and 17th. We had three  
students audition and qualify for this ensemble: 

Emma Fenstermaker, Flute 
Micah Trotter , Clarinet 
Michael Davis, Trombone 

 The Region 2 Concert Band is the second band of our region in South Caro-
lina, and will meet at Lexington High School on February 20th and 21st. We had 

one student audition and qualify for 
this ensemble: 
 Connor Vaughn, Oboe 
 The Region 2 Symphonic Band is the top band of our region in South 
Carolina, and will meet at Lexington High School on February 20th and 
21st. We had two students audition and qualify for this ensemble: 
 Micah Trotter , Clarinet 
 Hayes Oliver, French Horn 
 The South Carolina All-State Band is the most prestigious attainment 
of these auditions and is compromised of the very best musicians in our 
state. This ensemble will meet at Furman University from March 13th – 
15th. We have one student who auditioned and qualified for this ensemble: 

 Michael Davis, Trombone 
 Please take the time to congratulate these students and attend their concerts if able. Each one of these ensembles 
meets for only hours to prepare a very challenging full length concert.  Again, we have a lot to be excited about this 
year in the world of band! As always, thank you for your continued support of the arts at Powdersville Middle School. 
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CyberPatriot Team  
Receives Honors 

  
 CyberPatriot is the National 
Youth Cyber Education Program.  At 

the center of  CyberPatriot is the National Youth Cyber 
Defense Competition. The competition puts teams of 
high school and middle school students in the position 
of newly hired IT professionals tasked with managing 
the network of a small company.  In the rounds of com-
petition, teams are given a set of virtual images that 
represent operating systems and are tasked with finding 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities within the images and 
hardening the system while maintaining critical services in a six hour period. 
 Powdersville Middle School CyberPatriots recently advanced in the competition to the National Semi-Finals and 
ultimately placed second in the state of South Carolina.  Congratulations to Georgiana Walters, Hayes Oliver, Bren-
dan McManamon, Aaron Harjehausen, and Greg Middleton. 

 The Best Singer in the District auditions were held on January 31 at Powdersville High School.  Con-
gratulations to Isabella Campbell, Georgia Spann, and Abigail Mote, who qualified to represent Powdersville Mid-
dle School in the District competition.  The event will be held at Powdersville High School on March 6 at 7:00 p.m.  
Doors open at 6:00.  Cost of admission is $10.   
 The Best Singer in the District began in 2011 and helps to fund the music budgets in participating districts.  
Their mission is “to identify, encourage, motivate, promote, and reward vocal musical development and performance 
excellence in our schools.”  The competition is an annual event.    

 Did you know that 
the Bi-Lo Educational Re-

wards program begins new each calendar year?  Did 
you know you that linking your Bi-Lo BONUSCARD 
to our school will enter you for a chance EVERY 
MONTH THIS YEAR to WIN a $100 Bi-Lo gift 
card? No purchase necessary and a purchase will not 
increase your chances of winning!  Link at the store OR 
online at http://www.hometowneducationalrewards.com. 

Powdersville Middle 
School Code: 55233 

 

YOU Can Help PVMS 
Every Time You Shop! 

 
Have you linked your shopping cards to 

PVMS?  It’s not too late! 
Bi-Lo - School Code 55233 
Ingles - School Code 11263 

Publix and Target  
Need help?  

Call the school office at 269-1821. 
 



 
Dates to  

Remember 
 
 

 
 
February10 Knighting Ceremonies - Cafetorium 
   8:05-   7th Grade 
   9:05 -   6th Grade 
   10:05 - 8th Grade 
 12 6th Grade Beta Club 3:00 - 3:30 
 13 EA Valentine’s Dance 3:00 - 5:00 
 16 Staff development 
  No school for students 
 17 8th Beta Club 7:20 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. 
 18 Progress Reports issued 
  School Spelling Bee 
March 3 Spirit Night @ Chick-Fil-A 5:30 - 8:00 
 12 6th Beta Club 3:00 - 3:30 
 17 8th Beta Club 7:20 a.m. or 3:00 p.m. 
 20 CAPS Conferences 7:30 - 3:30 
  School is not in session 
  (8th grade conferences at PVHS) 
 24 End of third nine-weeks 
30 - April  3 Spring Break 
 
Looking ahead… 
 10 Report cards issued 
 18 Patriot Paint 5K Walk/Run 
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SAVE the DATE! 
  

Patriot Paint 5K Walk/Run 
 

Saturday, April 18 
 

See additional information  
in this newsletter. 

Nutrition, Exercise, and You at PVMS 
Anita Mills, Teacher 

 

 Group Dynamics students at Powdersville Middle school 
have embarked upon a unit of study titled Nutrition, Exercise, 
and You.  The students are creating presentations in the applica-
tions Keynote, Prezi, and Educreation and conducting research 
to see how these three things affect their lives now and how they 
will in the future.   
 As a culmination to the unit, two trainers, Michael Gowan 
and Rhonda Alexander Hightower, were invited to the school to 
discuss these topics, provide visuals for the students, and lead 
them in a workout routine along with their teachers and princi-
pals.   
 In addition to the trainers, our school was honored to have 
our Anderson School District One Chairman of the Board, Mr. 
Fred Alexander, and his wife, Wanda, join us for lunch.  Mr. 
Alexander was presented with cards from students expressing 
appreciation for his service on our School Board. 

ASDO Reminds Parents of  
Contagious Illness Policy 

 

 “In an effort to decrease the spread of contagious 
illness at school, the school district would like to remind 
you of the following: 
• If your student has a fever, he/she must be fever free 

for 24 hours before returning to school.  (This means 
without the use of fever reducing medications).  Fe-
ver is defined as a temperature of 100.4 or greater. 

• If your student has diarrhea, he/she must be diar-
rhea free for 24 hours before returning to school. 
(This means without the use of diarrhea suppressing 
medication).  Diarrhea is defined as 3 or more epi-
sodes of loose stools in a 24 hour period. 

• A student must not come to school if vomiting 2 or 
more times in 24 hours.  A student should have 1 or 
2 meals without vomiting before returning to school. 

 If you have questions concerning your student’s 
health, please contact your school nurse.  Thank you for 
your assistance in decreasing the spread of illness.” 
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 Corner by Nan Campbell 
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Powdersville is growing!  Driving along the 153 corridor, I see progress on 
new restaurants and new businesses every day.  Being a part of a vibrant and 
flourishing community is so exciting!  Did you know www.schooldigger.com 
gives Powdersville Middle a ***** (Five Star!!) rating based on test scores 
and school performance?  We’re onto a good thing here! 
 
Thriving communities and thriving schools bring out the best in each other.  
PTSO sponsors a community event each spring that builds on this healthy re-
lationship.  For the past six years, we have offered the Patriot Paint 5K 
Walk/Run  to promote fitness, health, and community-school relationships.  
We highlight local businesses and raise funds to keep our educators equipped 
with the tools they need to provide out children an excel-
lent education.  Mark Patriot 5K  on your calendars for 
Saturday, April 18! 
 
The Patriot 5K  challenges our students and community 
members to improve their fitness.  The route starts and 
ends at our gym and winds around the campus of Powders-
ville Middle, Elementary and High Schools.  Participants 
are showered with colored powder along the route in an 
effort to make fitness fun.  PTSO is also planning high en-
ergy pre-race events during school day on Friday before 
the event to add to the excitement. 
 
For an event like this to continue to be successful, PTSO needs your help!  
Please plan to participate!  If you’re less than confident you could run or walk 
a 5K, call a friend to join you and use April 18  as a target for better fitness.  If 
you’re connected with a local business, encourage them to be a race sponsor 
with a donation or a gift-in-kind to Powdersville Middle ---  a Five Star 
school in a growing community  -- that’s educating our children .  Most of all, 
please pass the word along --- Patriot 5K  --- April 18  ---Powdersville Mid-
dle.  Check out the school website to get a registration form.  Even in our 
technological world, the best promotion is still friend-to-friend! 
 
Vibrant communities and excellent schools build on each other, and events 
like the Patriot  5K benefit everyone involved.  How would you like to help?  
Here we grow! 
 

Mrs. Campbell is our 2014-2015 PVMS PTSO President. To learn 

more, see http://www.anderson1.k12.sc.us/pvms. Select the 

Community tab, then the PTSO page.  
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Valentine FUN 
 Sponsored by  

EarlyAct Council 
 

Valentine Dance 
Friday, February 13, 3:00-5:00  
Admission $5 (all students) 

 

Lolligrams    
• Delicious gourmet heart-shaped  

lollipop and card - $1 
• Lolligrams are being sold during 

lunch through February 12  (or while  
supplies last) and will be delivered February 13. 

• Parents may purchase Lolligrams in the school office. 
•  Proceeds will benefit the Children’s Miracle Network.  

 

Valentine King and Queen 
Each EarlyAct class has selected a boy and girl willing to raise 

money and compete against other King/Queen candidates in their 
grade level.  The King and Queen raising the most money will be 

crowned at the Valentine Dance.  All money should be turned in on 
February 12 (coins must be rolled).   Money raised from the King/
Queen competition will benefit the Children’s Miracle Network  

and other activities sponsored by the EarlyAct Council  
for our school and community. 


